Step out with
your personal
walking stick.

alking sticks make hiking more fun. They let your i -
arms get into the act, so you cover ground more eas- CUT YOURWOOD TOLENGTH, 55 TO 65
ily. Even better, they help you keep your balance, | 1‘ INCHE S, MAKE SURE BOTHENDS ARE

which means that heavy pack will stay on your back instead of FREE (F SPLITS.
tumbling down some deep ravine—and maybe taking you with it! . ] ; s,
Here’s how to create your own walking stick. t4a . | I WHITTLE

YOU'LL NEED: Stepl: Cut your wood . I'\..!'-.:' 1 2! Sy #__J_-mf_. BARK
® a straight tree or tree branch LO rllengdth, mfakmg]]c S:’_re W | [ e B el;'_ﬁ' y,  FROM
that's 1% to 2 inches thick at its big YOt endsare rge ° dSp d'ts' ) P A /ey W YOUR
end, and 55 to 65 inches long (DO| 'Y €an Uuse dead, dry wat BY 5 o AL
NOT CUT ANY TREE; see Step 1.) wood, but it's hard to carve S a’ ,';. . i, \
= a l-inch-long piece of %-inch- and makes a weak walking i i i

diameter copper water pipe stick. If possible, use fresh

= five-minute epoxy glue

wood; hardwood from de-
ciduous (leafy) trees is bet-
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= asmall saw to trim the stick to its [ Y o - G

. ter than evergreen soft- S -
final length d b it is | e R L -
= a sharp pocketknife wood becalse 1t 1s 1ess TEREL, o ; fpr
= a spokeshave and a wood-burn- gu'r\lnn;y.. Scout ¢ o, S gMTG' CARVE AHEAD
ing tool (both optional) ote. Scouts never cu e FOR YOLE,

= adult help and/or supervision

just any live tree! Take
wood only from approved

sources, such as a conservation project that thins out a timber

Y P STICK, DEAW
THE HUEE EYES .-!'-ND MOUTH.

stagd or tg\il-building and trail-improvement projects. WITH THE TIP OF YOLE. KNIFE,
tep2: Using your pocketknife, whittle the bark from your
stick, revealing the bright wood beneath. This job takes patience, ERING QLT The DETALS.,
especially when you are working around knots. Keep at it. T[:l FECTECT THE BOTTOM END

You may discover your stick has an inner layer of bark, as FEOM SPLINTERING WHITTLE IT
well. Carve it away too, or your stick will darken as it dries. | 1

Step 3: Now is the time to carve a head for your stick, if DOWNTOFIT INSIDE AFTECE OF
you want one. Using a pencil, draw on the nose, eyes and 3/4-INCH COPPER. PIFE ONE INCH

mouth, then slowly and carefully use the tip of your knife to
bring out the details. If you rush this part of your work, you
risk slipping and cutting yourself.

Step 4: To protect the bottom end of your walking
stick from splintering, whittle it down until the piece of
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copper pipe slips snugly onto it. Secure the pipe per- & 'S.ﬁ.lw..ﬂ THE

manently with five-minute epoxy. SURFACE ) i\
Step 5: Your walking stick is now ready for N Nyl

immediate use. However, if you'd like to carve it to j / wﬂls A "i. :_ P

a smoother finish and apply a protective coat,
you'll need to let it dry indoors for about a j

month. Use sandpaper or a spokeshave (if you
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have one) to make its surface even smoother. ﬁ?
Step6: Optional: Add your personal mark | 6 i
to the walking stick using a wood-burning tool. uq'-’
When you have the stick carved to your satis- {:F]TM
faction, apply a stain or other such finish and a WOOD-BUEN \
protective coat of polyurethane. e
Take your walking stick with you on all your TOUR FERSONAL
hikes. Whenever you pick it up, the stick will MARK ONTHE STICK.
remind you of your past outdoor adventures H THEM AFFLT A 2
and make you wonder what excitement lies ; PROTECTIVE COATING: 2
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